2019 NSPRA Gold Medallion Entry

Bond/Finance Campaign

.:¥=JEFFCO

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

WE ARE JEFFCO:

Future Funding, 5a & 5b Ballot Proposals

Tammy Schiff, Chief Communications Officer
Jeffco Public Schools

Number of Communications Staff:
1820 Denver West Dr. #27

Golden, CO 80401 Organization Type: School Distrir
303982-6504 Over 25,000 Students
Tammy.Schiff@jeffco.k12.co.us

www.jeffcopublicschools.org



https://jeffcopublicschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=627965&pageId=9884532
mailto:Tammy.Schiff@jeffco.k12.co.us
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/

Synopsis

In November 2018Jeffco Public Schodiadtwo school fundingjuestionson the ballot Question 5A asked
voters to approve a $33 million mill levy overridedttract and retairhigh quality teachers, expand STEM
programs impro\e student safetyand increas earlychildhoodeducation.Question 5B asked fa$567 milion
bond tobuild newschoolsand career/technical education fadiles, upgrade safety and securitsgpair or
renovateolder schools, andebuild or add space &6 schoolsAll 155 school$n Jeffco Public Schoalsould
benefitfrom the bond program.

Jeffco Public Schodizced several challeng@s undertaking these ballot questiomscomplicatedocal and

state fundinglaws acompressedimeline, andyears ofdiminishedcommunity supporfor the district. Public
education funding in Colorado is cpiitated there are numerous state laws thdetermineschool fundingand
limit localy generatedunding.A migerceptionalsoexistsaboutthe benefitto schools fronthe recreational
marijuana sales tag A sin@t thewindfallthat voters believed it would be when Amendment 64 passed in 2012.

Secondthe school lmardbegan considering theallot measures in Aprd018 and voted to put then on the
ballot in AugustPolitical consltants recommend aleast an 18month runway;5A and 5Bad four monthsof
researchprep, and threemonths to create and execute the campaigimally, the districtvasrecovering froma
tumultuous time involving thechool boarddistrict leadership, anthe community The dkstrict experienced a
boardrecall election in 201,5uffered thefailure of similar ballotquestionsin 2016,and hired a new
superintendent inJuly2017.

Rallying supportrom votersrequired an intense communiignd staffengagement effortgreatertransparency
to restore trust, and innovative communications tactics to convey the scope and scale of the investment in
schools.

On Election DaypA pasedwith 5493% of the votelnitially 5Bappeared to failbut after a week otounting
absentee andlrop-off ballots, it reached the final 50.5%markwith a margin of 188 & & Sétes Jeffco Public
Schoold Y R (i K S Jeffco Bublic SidBodls O YdkrdarBe/thechallengego win both 5A and 5B!

* Jefferson County School District R-1 Ballot Issue

5A (Vote For 1) Click to see the map

Counties Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes
. Yes/For 54.93% 165,471
No/Against 45.07% 135,784
301,255

* Jefferson County School District R-1 Ballot Issue

5B (Vote For 1) Click to see the map

Counties Reporting: 100 % Percentage Votes
. Yes/For 50.26% 150,664
No/Against 49.74% 149,116

299,780


https://www.cpr.org/news/story/do-marijuana-taxes-go-to-schools-yes-but-probably-not-in-the-way-you-think-they-do?fbclid=IwAR0I8HUpTgmJKkfTrKfaUFL3DEoOicm5UCfBtWJGTQWu8gfsV2vI6UrflEA#.W86GRBUv624.facebook
https://www.cpr.org/news/story/do-marijuana-taxes-go-to-schools-yes-but-probably-not-in-the-way-you-think-they-do?fbclid=IwAR0I8HUpTgmJKkfTrKfaUFL3DEoOicm5UCfBtWJGTQWu8gfsV2vI6UrflEA#.W86GRBUv624.facebook

Summary

Overview

Jeffco Publi&choolsslocated in Jefferson County, Coloraskrvingnearly 86000 studentsat 155 schoolsltis
the largest employer in the county, employing 14,000 educators and $tadf.
county spans over 77€quare milesunning the length of the western edge of ... ="
the Denvemmetropolitan area. Ihas a popudtion of 574,600n eight different

Westminster

cities and townsas well as residents in unincorporated areas. The district is \f d.,wzi“’
diversein both population and geographfrom urbanto ruralincluding the e & @
mountain communitiesn the foothills west oDenver. Its schools range from H

90% free/reduced lunchatesto 5% free/reduced lunch rates. Overall, the =1 e

district has a 31% free/reduddunch and 34% minority (25% Hispanic) studen s«
population. The district is almost 70 years old &g school buildings with an
average age of 50 yearBhe total general operating fund for the district is over
$720 millionwith a total budget at $1.6 billion. Toryal
In 2018, the Board of Education plad&d local school funding issues on the ballamill levy override of $33
million that would add orgoing funds to the perating budgetand abond that would invest $567 million into
the R A & (i agihgOnfra3tEuctureln addition, there was a proposal from the state for Constitutional
Amendment 73 which would have provided additionpkratingfunding for every districthrough an income
tax on individuals earning more than $150,000 and businesses/commercial enterphisedistrict wasbliged
to advocate for Amendment 73, whileuilding stakeholder support for its own local lohimeasures; a
strategic and delicate pibical challenge that unfolded as Election Day drew near.

The Challenges

There werethree main challengefacing the district in its efforts to win favor with voteirmomplicated local and
state funding laws, a short timeline, angstoring trust anccommunity supporfor Jeffco Public School¥effco
Public Schoo3eadership teanwastasked with identifying what the community was willing to supgoom a
financial perspectivecrafting ballotquestionsthat reflected the needs and addressed comrtyroncerns,

rallying support from stakeholders, determining clear messaging to inform voters of medbguresand doing

so on very tight timelineThe communications teamvas taskedvith developing the overall community
engagement strategy and tactiadesigning captivatingnd comprehensive marketing materials includarg
interactive and engaging website, and participating fully in the community outreach efforts to inform voters of
the factual issues and ballot questions as permitted by law.

Complicated Local and State Funding L  aws

School funding in Colorado is bagw@marilyon property taxes, both state and loc&here are anultitude of
state laws andudgetpolicies that affect public school fundirgTABORthe Gallagher Amendment,
Amendment 23the Negative Factor, the Budget Stabilization Factor, marijuana sales ¢areer school laws,



https://www.paperturn-view.com/us/jeffco-public-schools/jeffco-public-schools-2018-ballot-initiatives?pid=MzM33310&v=3.1
https://www.greateducation.org/statistics-faqs/funding-faqs/tabor-gallagher/

andteacher effectiveness legislatignst to name dew. The complexity and jargon baffles most votefde

perception is that property taxes are highcreasinghome values means more moné&y education and

YINR2dzr yI &k tSa GFESa&a &7FAESRA  reder Baturddatide AiGe V\Gashawfdn G A 2 v
PosE RS & ONXR 6 S BmohgHe ®adl welgindéd ystéms in the natiok€ 2 f 2 N} R2 Q& LIS NJ LJdzl
has been dropping from national averages since the early 1990s and/isearly$2,800 lesghan the national

average according td&education Wee® school finance map and.S. Census Bureau statistiést public furding

in Coloradaanks 36to 42 in the natiordepending on the inclusion or exclusion of loeadding and

adjustments for inflation.

Several statewide ballot initiatives to support public school funding have failedthe last 20 yeardn the
2018 election, there waget anotherproposed statewid effort- Constitutional Amendment 7&hichwould
have raised school funding through a brackeiedividualincome tax structure increasing taxes for those
earning over $150,000 and increasing the corporate tax rate. Amendmdail@8by a 54% to 46% angin.
Because this was a constitutional amendment, a supermajority vote of 55% was required to passthe issu

Though thestate laws allow for school districts to ask voters for additional fundingse locally, there are

limits. Additionally, one of the laws dictates ballot languagéd another limits how school districts

communicate the informationA large astrict likeJeffco Public Schoadks particularly challenged since the
complex verbiage andollar amountsequired in the ballot language seem astronomical to the average citizen,
especially older voters that are a large segment of the Jefferson Coaptyation.

The communications challenge féeffco Public Schoolgas to demonstrate the reality of the school funding
situation, how the new funds would be used in a system as large as Jeffco Public Satmboatby 5A and 5B
were reasonabl@nd necessarasks in a wathat voters couldrelate to andunderstand.

A Short Timeline

The Board of Education was in flux on when to put local public education funding issues on the ballot. The
history of support fodeffco Public Schoalgas hitand-miss, but theneed was clear. Possible school closures,
lack of funding to offer competitive compensation, and aging infrastructure had been plaguing the district for
years Thesesscalated when th&reat Rcessiorled to state public education funding cuts in 2009. Though a
2012small locafunding askargeting specific capital needs with acampaig i KSYS 2F a{ I FSI &I |
passed, it was #99 million BandAid, notalongterm solution.In 2016, the Board of Educatitvad placed two
local funding isses on the ballot anddith failed.In 2018, with a new superintendent less than a year in the
district, theschool lmard faced a decision. Was it too soon to ask voters again? Could the organhneatitie

the task? Wouldcommunitystakeholdersupport another attempt?Vould voters hear the messagensidering
the November ballot was looking to ery longAVould we be able to help voters understand the differences
and synergy between two local school ballot questions and Amendment 73?

In March, the Board informally asked the superintenddht. Jason Glags, start gathering information about

the possibility oputting questionson the November ballot. The anecdotal feedback from staff and stakeholders
gl & YAESRI FTNRY aeSaz ¢S KIFH@S (23 AGQa + RS&LISNIGS
FYR 68 OF yQR2H /G 60 F 26T aOKAI 2t & 1Sy B K@AHKR2 Fedza 2y
issueAmendment 73k y & (i Bhie Bodrd directed Dr. Glass and other district leaders to do mategth

research.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/in-a-booming-state-public-schools-grapple-with-asbestos-leaks-and-four-day-weeks/2019/03/07/18412946-3fa8-11e9-9361-301ffb5bd5e6_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b343b2526ed9&wpisrc=nl_rainbow&wpmm=1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/in-a-booming-state-public-schools-grapple-with-asbestos-leaks-and-four-day-weeks/2019/03/07/18412946-3fa8-11e9-9361-301ffb5bd5e6_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.b343b2526ed9&wpisrc=nl_rainbow&wpmm=1
https://www.edweek.org/ew/collections/quality-counts-2018-state-finance/map-per-pupil-spending-state-by-state.html
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/k-12-school-funding-up-in-most-2018-teacher-protest-states-but-still
https://www.greateducation.org/statistics-faqs/statistics/
https://ballotpedia.org/Colorado_Amendment_73,_Establish_Income_Tax_Brackets_and_Raise_Taxes_for_Education_Initiative_(2018)
https://www.cbpp.org/research/state-budget-and-tax/a-punishing-decade-for-school-funding

In April and May the district conductedh axternal poll and internal/community survey about future funding of
its schools Jeffco Public Schodisditionally loldsbudget informational meetings in April, and raised the
future funding topic in those meetings. Staff and district committees preskthe results to the Board in June.

In Junethe Board publicly directed the district ttevelop a funding propos&b define the capital needs for

facilities and the priorities for additional operational funding. étensive Facilities Master Plan hagen

developed identifying $1.3 billion in needs; however, there was overwhelming sentiment that resolving all the
identified facilities issues would be far too big of a financial ask for voters. Ultimately, the ask was reduced first
to $600 millionandX y' I ft £ @ G2 PpcT YAfttA2Yy 6AGK GKS NIGAZ2YIES
$23 million, plus a potential for bond sale premiums and interest would increase the total bond program
package to $704 million over six years. This would eniddd district to substantially improve its facilities.

In late July through August the district communications team developed a communicationsoptéearly define
GKS RAAGNROG QA G ¢ that wdultl fesdrinte lyithe$ha dbrnuylifstrudtuye thé inéssaging to
differentiate the three school fundinigitiatives(mill levy, bondand Amendment 73), definand planan
aggressiveommunity engagement effotb begin before and continue after the board voted to place the
guestions on the ballotAdditionalpollingresearch was also conducted to determine which funding priorities
resonated most with voters anithe ballot language to present the questions.

Acitizensupportad NP dzLJZ JéffcdPublid\S8hodl®egan organizing and developing a campaign plan
anticipating the questions would be placed on the ballot.

In late August the ballot language wéisalized the Board officially votedn August 23 to place 5A and 5B on
the ballot, and the paperwonwassubmitted to Jefferson County.

Coloradamails ballotsn mid-October, so there wajsist undereight weeks before ballots landed in mailboxes,
and under eleven weeks until Election Day.

Gathering Community S upport

Jeffco Public Schodi®s a tumultuous reent history.

In 2013, three new Board of Education membeese elected and changed the flavor of the school board. The
change led to conflicts among board members, the superintendentttateachers association. Emotional
board meetings were wefplublicized in local media. The superintendent, after servyeifco Public Schodisr
over30years (12 as superintendent) resigned in February 2014. The Board hiredsaipesintendentwith a

vote of 3-2. In 2015, the anflict came to a head community membergatheredenough signatures place a
recall of the three board members on the November balldte other two board members chose not to run for
reelection.Five new candidates ran on thensa ballot as the recall electioAn entirely newJeffco Public
SchoolBBoardof Education took office in November 2015.

In early spring of 201®&udget shortagesnd facilities needwere evident andhe school district considered
closhg or consolidatind 0 schools. This issue dréavge attendancend criticismat public meetings. The
relatively new Board of Education placed two local public education funding issues on the ballot in November
2016. Both failed. In 201%he district closed one schoolgain, garnering criticism from the community and
negative media coverageh@& contract of the superintendent hired by the previous school board was not
renewed. An interim superintendent leliéffco Public Schodi®m Februaryg June of 2017, and a new

l'



superintendent, Dr. Jason Glasd,the time serving as Superintendent at Eagle County Scrstaited in July
2017.

CHOOSE A SCHOOL LOCATION FROM THE MAP BELOW TO SEE WHAT
IMPROVEMENTS A BOND PACKAGE WOULD MAKE POSSIBLE

Needless to say, the recent history had a big impact on ppbliceptionof
Jeffco Public Schooksmployee morale, and relationships witlssociations = weeareones

community!

and communitypartners The challenge the district and communications
staff had to tacklavas torebuild confidenceand trustin the school district /:
as a whole, and the district leadership in particutargd gainsupport fa
ballot issues.

Action and Results

TheJeffco Public Schodi®nd/mill campaign had to tackle these three challenges as well
as the traditional communication needed to inform voters. Bpecificmethodsand

o A tacticsare detailed in the research, analysis/planning, comioation, and evaluation
el (RACHpllowing this summarytHowever, it is worth noting theffort wasenhancedo
address the thredig challenges.

To explain to the community withowgetting mired inthe complexities oflocal and state

funding laws the message was simplifiedhewordsdFuture Fundingg e usedby the
- district to focus attentioron what morefinancialresources would offedeffco Public

Schoolsstudents.A greenbutton design was placed at the top of every webpage on the distétiite as well

ason printed materials to identify the Future Funding webpage as the single

comprehensive source of ballot question informati@dhthe conclusion oftie P ———

election, the same method has been used to direct community members to the [ AR

forward looking bond program activitied. K Sy | RRNB a & Ay 3 (§ K CESEEumuiiiiss

mill levyfunding ask, the main messages were how Colorado compared nation. £ el 1\,

on both per pupil fading and teacher pagnd howJeffco Public Schools o b S o E e

compared taits neighboring districts.This messaging easily resonated with

teachers and staff who knew that neighboring districts had the ability to pay not only high entry salaries, but

greaterincreaS & 2 @OSNJ GAYS® WSFTO2 t dzo twkh@oud& KRePvierip attiakt dridif & O 2

retain the best teachers without the mill legthe messagingvas presented with datg it was irrefutable. A

voter could easilglig deepeilinto the data, Wdeos, facility fact sheet and more on the webgitdind

information (ike why marijuana funding did not solve school funding issudsehigh level messaging was

simpleand focused on benefits and competitiveness, desperationor threats of schoollosings and budget

cuts.It was a very different tone and manner for the district than earlier campaigns.

SKAYR

Theshort timeline challenge was met with an allut dedication to the topic of future fundind\ timeline and
implementation plan was quickly deveBR YR S@SNE LJX I ( T 2edldyit iksorie wayFAlzl dzNB
email to families from the superintendent, a letter to every family from their principal, articles in every district
newsletter,i KS & dzLJS N y videyt6pBs/ sockiimedid ps@Iating current happenings to funding,

mentions in school newslettecS S NE LJ F G F2NY KIFIR a2YSOKAy3 2y a7Fdzidz
November.

Significant effort was applied to buildi@gnewengaging webpagehich includedvideosabout the major new
school construction plans,fap bookK dzY'2 N2 dzif & NBEFSNNBR (2 Isdmmérigidy a2 KI (¢


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n3IT2Xq3Io1mHbJnECH-tYlfZuJXt93n/view
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZeFzPKHVDJx12M_HHzuZNTB8_ULMm6J5
https://www.paperturn-view.com/us/jeffco-public-schools/wiifm-booklet?pid=MzM33695&v=5
https://www.paperturn-view.com/us/jeffco-public-schools/jeffco-public-schools-2018-ballot-initiatives?pid=MzM33310&v=3.1

what every school was gaj to receive in terms of renovations or new constructioom the bond programan
interactivemap showing the location of every school in thstrict so that vsitors could investigate how funds
would be used at any particular school or facilitiie map can be sorted by school level (elementary, middle,
high) and showed other facilities in the district.

School leaders were given specific information to sliactiding theflip book main brochureand a large foam
mounted poster of the facility improvement plan for their building. Unlike previously failed election efforts,
principals were encouraged ttiscuss the topic with families early and oftdiney

rallied their staffgo engage in the information sharing effor@nce the main

message was developed, it was shared with all suppor8aisools participated in a
number of social media campaigns to share their enthusiasm for the ballot questions.
One Twitter campaign wastay I YS G KI G aoOkKz22f¢ O2yidSai ¢
pictures with their big posters (name blocked out in the picture) asking followers to
name the school. Schools not only participated, but competed to have the best
election displays or funny pictures withdin big posters. The esprit de corps the
campaign generated was real.

The efforts to build a collection of targeted, transparent, and comprehensive
materials positioned thelistrict as a trustworthy resource of electionformation ¢ the published and dine

materials becameK S G G NHzG K¢ | ff @&BILIANKEIRE ARSFFREROERNA OG QA
spoke those truths, and the community responded positively.

Gathering community supporfor the funding issues asbuilt upona foundationthe new superintendent éd
alreadylaid. During his first year with the district andtw the support of the communications department, Dr.
Glass had hostedstening tours at community gathering plageolled out a newision dJeffco Public Schools
Genet (i A Fof thexdistrictand developedts companiorstrategic plan, encouragedediaoutreachand

inviting reporters to schools, and stepped GpK S R ’dtiél Md@a érgagement. Dr. Glasit

relationships withemployee associations and invited them to discussions with the Board of Education, made
school visits a prioritydeclared there would be no school closufestwo years andcommunicated withstaff

via emails and videaggularly Using this momentunthe district hosted severalommunitybudget
discussionszonducted polls and survegbout future fundingo employees, familigsand community members.

In contrast to the 2016 effort, Dr. Glass and the communications team shared the input receivedynaitbnl

the Board, buwith families, employees, and the communaylarge.In June 2018, the district convened a
meeting ofstakeholders from district committees, parent groups, and community partners to share information
aboutthe two potentialfuture funding options foleffco Public SchoolBhis community dialoguprovided an
opportunity for supporters from different areas to work together and move forward.

From August through November, Dr. Glass along withtCthief CommunicatiaOfficer, Chief Operations
Officerand school bard members undertook a concerted effort to reach antd speako community groups,
social organizations, Town Counddfiambers of Commercedlitorial boards, senior centers and more.
Principalsconvenedmulti-schoolinformational meetings t@onnect withparents and familiePTAs and other
school groups talked about the issues at their meetings. In all, we estimate Wérdsh £ t [ S @Factual y R
L y F 2 Novpreseht@tigigwhere made morning, noon a@might over the eleven weeks between the board

vote to approve the questions and election nighhese presentations were fabasedand includedoalanced
information about 5A and 5B without a campaign orientation so district leadersl gauticipate wihout risk of
impropriet. LY O2y OSNIi gAGK (GKS RAaulGNR Otized@rodedndidBd aDinbed F T 2 NI

Ny


https://www.paperturn-view.com/us/jeffco-public-schools/wiifm-booklet?pid=MzM33695&v=5
https://www.paperturn-view.com/us/jeffco-public-schools/jeffco-public-schools-2018-ballot-initiatives?pid=MzM33310&v=3.1

2F OFYLI A3y NIffASAY FdzyRNIAaAy3ad S@SydGasx abDSiG 2 dzi
knocking on doorginstaling yard signsandspeaking as parents and community members.

A concerted effort was undertaken secureendorsements from communitgnd civideaders and the media.

The 5A and 5B scholodllot measures were endorsed mcal news mediincluding theDenver Posg

something thathad never been achieved in the pa&hdorsements also canfiem the town councils, again
something missing from previous effs. The tides turned the night the Arvada Town Couisténedthe Chief

I 2YYdzyAOFGA2y & hFTFFAOSN I yRpldafortheO 2 dzdadoR&iiend. RtdrOusiyi A 2 Y
conservative in supporting tax initiativeand representing the largesbocentration of schools in the district,
Arvadaunanimously agreed on their endorsement. These endorsements influenced the cdtyrgreatly
acrosslefferson County and it was evident that things were different this time around.

The & I A NWeZ&Jefitde {Fff& YIOHS ¢AyOK &kt m

Our vision was pretty straigtiorward: target every probable voter to YES . 5A%5B
educate them on the mill and bond and motivate them to vote.

Personally, | felt this campaign went much smoothan past campaigns. Our networks within the
community, district team members were stronger. We had more knowledgeable players after losing in
2016. We knew what to do and what not to do.

There's a point in a campaign where things begin to gel and wblike you've hit your stride.

Everything begins to tip towards the winning side. For me, that happened when we won the Arvada
Town Counciéndorsement because they rarely endorse anything. It happened again aftgh&on

Board of Education presiderspoke to the Men's Republican Club (usually not a fan of tax raises) and
was favorably received. There's an energy...a synchronicity, when all the pieces begin to fall into place. |
could feel the momentum continue to tip in our favor throughout the campaign

The 2016 mill bond election was a big loss. On this go round we were smarter, more unified, and more in

tune with the community. We learned what we did wrong there and corrected those issues. If we hadn't
lost and learned from 2016, we pratly wouldn't have won in 2018.

In the end, a clear message, cohesive effort, learning from past efforts, engaging stakeholders, and hard work
paid off. Both 5A and 5B passed in November 2018!

z
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https://arvadapress.com/stories/its-time-to-do-our-part-for-our-jeffco-schools,271698?fbclid=IwAR2ysqyyp8tSJbIDkzovcxo3wSwFiCElUKa8oI97sJ4Em_kKgVSd1AgzCy0
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/11/02/vote-yes-on-school-tax-increases/?fbclid=IwAR2FqvJTZOXrr21KDWwP80DHRXUOpHJjS30aZfW-TtqGFdsMYJFLNWTLmic
http://wearejeffco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WeAreJeffco/

RACE: Research
History and Community Perception:

Theinitial research portion of thdeffco Public Schools Future Fundi#g5B Ballot Proposals included
extensive review of the 2016 campaign, review of past successes and failures, evaluafaagities needs
assessmentreviewing various advisory committee reamendations, and focus groups on what missteps from
2016 could be avoided. Some key findings:

9 School closures were an emotional topic to avoid

9 Addressing teacher compensation directly could increaseitugspecially tied to Apr2018teacher
walk-outs

9 The district had been toestrictive in2016and did not share enough information about the needs and
ballot issues

1 School leaders and teachers where previously discouraged by district leadership from sharing factual

information about the ballot issues thifamilies

Schools wer hesitant to share information as well afeared legal violations

School safety was amngoingarea of concern

Only targeting the schools in most need instead of all schools hurt the 2016 effort

Relying solely on theitizencampagn to engage the community wast enoughg the district needed to

participate to fullest extent possible under the law in the process

=A =4 =4 =9

New Polling Data :

A Gommunity Climate 8rvey was conducted in addition to an external polgaiher information on school
district support and possible ballot issue priorities.

Community g
V= Climate Survey oy
e S S
dhad 6.11.18
L ’

2 Data Sources

Jason E. Glass, Ed.D.

Superintendent & Chief Learner

Internal/Community Survey
Data gathered 5/18 to present
Jeffco Public Schools
Online Survey
2,068 Respondents

— Mostly connected to Jeffco
Not necessarily representative

External Poll
Data gathered from 4/16-19
Public Opinion Strategies
Phone Poll
400 Registered Voters
— Stratified random sample
Representative (scientific)


https://www.boarddocs.com/co/jeffco/Board.nsf/files/AZJVS76DA3F7/$file/PRESENTATION%20CommunityClimateSurvey.pdf

The inbrmation clearly demonstrated theommunityperception of the districhad improvedsince the days of

the recall electionand there was support to provide Jeffco Public Scheitlsadditional funding in specific

areas Respondents provided insights abduith ongoing priorities for mill levy fund use, as well as construction
priorities for the bond.

- Support for Jeffco Public Schools

Favorable/Unfavorable Opinion of Jeffco Public Schools
o 74% Total Favorable

o 14% Total Unfavorable
o 10% No Opinion

Letter Grade of Jeffco Public Schools
o 56% Gave “A” or “B”
o 26% Gave “C”
o 10% Gave “D” or “F”

Right Direction/Wrong Track
o 53% Right Direction
o 30% Wrong Track
o 17% Don’t Know/Refused

Construction Priorities

Construction Need Area Percent "Extremely" or "Very" Important
Safety and security improvements (locking doors,
cameras, window reinforcements, entrance 80.1%

systems).
Address basic building needs such as roofing,

9

HVAC, paint, flooring 79.1%

Improved building technology access (fiber 74.3%

systems, high-speed Wi-Fi). =
Career/Technical options (such as science,

technology, engineering, and math career 74%

education).

Improved building efficiency (better insulation and o

lighting) 58.4%

Modernized classroom learning spaces (movable 56.3%

seating, flexible learning spaces).



