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STUDENTS AT PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ARE EXPLORING FUN SUMMER LEARNING PROGRAMS

Students are engaged in Academic Programs, Financial Literacy, and Arts & Sports
Plainfield, NJ- July 18, 2019 – Plainfield Public Schools students enrolled in the various summer programs
offered by the district this summer are exploring themes through various learning formats that are making
their learning fun and engaging.
The district’s summer camps are serving over 1,800 students at 9 schools and approximately 500 students in
its summer sports camps.
“We are very excited to be able to offer our students an array of programs where they can have fun and are
actively engaged in learning,” said Dr. Diana Mitchell, Superintendent of Plainfield Public Schools.
“Some of our young students are learning about artificial intelligence through digital art and photography,
others are conducting literary studies comparing literature and film, and others are incorporating dancing
and art into their experience. Some of our high school students are recuperating credits and others, recently
arrived to our district, are preparing in subject areas to be ready for September.
“Students are learning new things and exploring subjects they may not otherwise be able to do during the
regular school year. For instance, our Ramp-Up Program at Cedarbrook K-8 Center, a program that provides
students a head start on the next year’s work, is engaging our monolingual and bilingual students in a literary
study and comparison project of the book Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson. The book explores a
make believe world created by two 5th-graders to escape their problems. The students will read the book
and view a film based on the book, and compare the two. At Cedarbrook, students are also engaging in a
financial literacy project aimed at helping children in the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades learn about
managing money.”
The students in the 21st Century Community Summer Learning Program are exploring a single-subject theme,
focusing on artificial intelligence. All the students, over 100, enrolled in academics and arts programs, are
exploring artificial intelligence. For instance, in art class with Mr. Gregory Thomas, the students are building
simulated robots, in digital art class with Ms. Roxanne Santiago, they are using photography and graphics to
explore the speed in which their sketchbook can work to help them create an art piece, and in dance class
with Mr. M.A. Taylor, the students are interpreting what an automated dancer would look like. The dance
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students will perform dances based on the concept of artificial intelligence on August 1, 2019, at Plainfield
High School, 950 Park Avenue, at 7:00 p.m.
Maxson’s Summer Institute is serving 150 students with academic enrichment programs that will provide
them with an opportunity to move on to the next grade level the coming school year.
At Clinton and Plainfield High School, The Extended School Year (ESY) Program is designed to individually
support students with maintaining academic, social/behavioral, communication, or other skills that they have
learned throughout the year as part of their Individualized Education Program (IEP). The program is serving
120 students pre-K to 12th grade with a focus on literacy and math through an Adventure theme. Students
are participating in project based learning while sharpening their skills.
The summer sports camps are providing an opportunity for students to practice their favorite sport and to
join a sport in September. The summer sports camps include basketball, baseball, football, soccer, track,
tennis, volleyball, swimming and wrestling.
Free sports physicals are available to the students on July 23, July 30, August 6 and August 20, 2019 from
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Plainfield High School. The students may pick up the applications at Plainfield High
School from the school nurse or the Athletics Office and bring them to their physical.
“Overall, we are pleased and very fortunate to be able to offer our students a summer program that is
inclusive, fun and full of experiences that will keep them engaged in school activities. The goal is to bridge
the learning slowdown gap that tends to occur during the summer months and keep the students focused
on learning and on their readiness for the new 2019-2020 school year,” said Dr. Mitchell.
For more information, please call 908-731-4333 or email gmontealegre@plainfield.k12.nj.us.
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Asher Roché, 9th Grader at PAAAS at Summer School Program at PHS

Fifth Graders in 21st Century Community Summer Learning Camp
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Mr. Gregory Thomas, art class exploring artificial intelligence and designing a robot

L-R Kai Herrera and Nasai Kearny, 5th Graders in Ms. Roxanne Santiago’s Digital Art Class
exploring Artificial Intelligence
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Mr. Gorqui Chica’s Algebra Class at PHS

Mr. Levar Govahn’s ESL Class at PHS for newly arrived students
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Students in Ms. Roxanne Santiago’s Digital Art Class explore artificial intelligence

Reiven Armstrong’s rendition using google draw, sketchbook and Paint program
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Noah Munoz self-portrait and painting

Ms. Roxanne Santiago and Zoie Elliott in digital art class
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Sariah Fauntleroy’s painting

Students in Ms. Carolyn Mehlhorn’s Algebra/Calculus and Higher Math Class at PHS
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Mr. M.A. Taylor’s Dance Class

Mr. M.A. Taylor’s Dance Class
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Students in Mr. M.A. Taylor Dance Studio Class
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